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Parkade crime rate down by a quarter
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INITIATIVE Crime in- most
Vancouver parkades has
gone down 25 per cent this
year compared to last,
thanks in large part to a
safe parking program that
just celebrated its one-year
anniversary, police said
yesterday.

The Safer Parking Initia-
tive works in partnership
with 25 facilities across the
city, some of which report-
ed several months without
crime last year.

Vancouver Police Const.
Jeff Campbell said the Har-
bour Centre parking
garage on Cordova Street,
which has seen a 93 per
cent decrease in crime, is

The Harbour Centre parking garage on Cordova Street has seen a
93 per cent reduction in crime since the launch of a police
program to combat crime in parkades.

the perfect example of the
program’s success.

Doug Hume, vice presi-
dent of Polaris Realty,
which owns the lot, said
the dark and dated build-
ing underwent a $5-mil-
lion upgrade to make it

brighter and cleaner.

“We improved lighting,
painted the entire building
inside and out,” he said.

The parkade has also
been outfitted with 17 sur-
veillance cameras and
eight alarm stations,
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tg; in every 1,300 vehi-
arked in a public Van-
couver lot is broken into.or
vandalized.

® In Safer Parking facilities,
the chances are only 1 in
25,000.

which connect users to the
security desk in nearby
Harbour Centre.

“Because of these initia-
tives and our membership
in the Safer Parkmg Initia-
tive program, we’ve re-
duced crime by 93 per
cent,” Hume said. “It does
work.”
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